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NOCHS EARNS AMERICAN COLLEGE OF RADIOLOGY ACCREDITATION  

FOR NEW STEREOTACTIC BREAST BIOPSY TECHNOLOGY  

 
GRAND HAVEN, MI, October 27, 2014 – North Ottawa Community Health System has been awarded a three-year 
term of accreditation in stereotactic breast biopsy as the result of a recent review by the American College of Radiology 
(ACR).  
 
A breast biopsy is performed to remove cells — either surgically or through a less invasive procedure involving a 
hollow needle — from an area in the breast suspected to be cancerous. These cells are examined under a microscope 
to determine a diagnosis. In stereotactic breast biopsy, a special mammography machine helps guide the radiologist’s 
instruments to the site of an abnormal growth.  
 
The ACR gold seal of accreditation represents the highest level of image quality and patient safety. It is awarded only 
to facilities meeting ACR Practice Guidelines and Technical Standards after a peer-review evaluation by board-certified 
physicians and medical physicists who are experts in the field. Image quality, personnel qualifications, adequacy of 
facility equipment, quality control procedures, and quality assurance programs are assessed. The findings are reported 
to the ACR Committee on Accreditation, which subsequently provides the practice with a comprehensive report they 
can use for continuous practice improvement.  
 
The ACR is a national professional organization serving more than 36,000 diagnostic/interventional radiologists, 
radiation oncologists, nuclear medicine physicians, and medical physicists with programs focusing on the practice of 
medical imaging and radiation oncology and the delivery of comprehensive health care services.  
 
Nationally ranked for Patient Experience by HealthGrades, North Ottawa Community Hospital is part of full continuum 
of care including an 84-bed long-term care facility, home healthcare and durable medical equipment services, retail 
pharmacy, urgent care center, as well as physician practices in primary care and OB/GYN. It also includes North 
Ottawa County’s first in-patient Hospice facility and longest running community-based Hospice program on the 
lakeshore. NOCHS is among the lakeshore’s major employers with more than 800 employees. 
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