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HOSPICE OF NORTH OTTAWA COMMUNITY ANNOUNCES NEW PUBLIC EVENT: 
“HIKE FOR HOSPICE” 

 
Local volunteers team up to raise awareness for local Hospice 

 

Tuesday, September 18, 2012 -- Grand Haven, Mich. A few years ago, Alvina Boeve lost her job 

when her employer moved the factory to Mexico. Deciding on a career change, she went back to 

school to earn a Competency Evaluated Nursing Assistant (CENA) certificate.  Choosing to make 

an impact with the people in her community, she made a connection with Hospice of North Ottawa 

Community in Spring Lake and started her new career. 

Just over a year ago, Michelle DeWitt’s mother, Mary Vivian had a mild stroke and the 

entire family found out that she had stage 4 cancer. Due the advancement of the cancer, the doctor 

would not release her back to her house where she had been living. He stated that she needed 

24/7 medical monitoring. Within 24 hours the entire family, had to make arrangements to 

accommodate Mary Vivian. Upon reviewing those options, Hospice of North Ottawa Community 

seemed to be the best answer. They made arrangements to tour the facility the next morning. By 

the evening, Mary Vivian was transported to the Hospice House located in Heartwood Lodge in 

Spring Lake Township.  

Alvina and Michelle met while Mary Vivian was a patient and the two became great friends. 

A year later, and filled with great passion for the staff and volunteers of Hospice, they created the 



Hike for Hospice, a two mile hike located within Coast Guard Park, Ferrysburg. 

On Sunday, September 30, hikers can walk in teams of five or as an individual. A time to 

reflect on lost loved ones, families and local businesses also have an opportunity to create 

memorial signs that will be located along the hike. Also within Coast Guard Park will be a low 

impact paved trail for individuals that might have problems with trail hiking. 

One of the main objectives for the Hike for Hospice is to increase local support for Hospice 

of North Ottawa Community.  “I would like to bring more awareness of where the Hospice House is 

here in the Tri-Cities and what exactly they do.  There is so much to offer, but when you need it is 

not the time to learn all of that.  If I could make that education helpful to even just one family, it 

would be worth it to me,” stated Michelle.  

Another objective is to raise money to purchase much needed and unbudgeted items for 

the patients that reside at the Hospice House.  “Our goal is to raise a few dollars to buy items like 

electric shavers for men to use, nice shampoos, or a blanket warmer, small items that make a large 

impact when you are working with stressed out families,” stated Alvina.   

“We created the Hike for Hospice to enable the community to come together to honor their 

loved ones in a unique way. For me, it is definitely a part of my grieving process as I hope it is for 

others.” stated Michelle. 

Every dollar raised directly supports Hospice of North Ottawa Community. The highly regarded 

and credentialed team provides compassionate, emotional, and spiritual care to enhance the final 

months of life. Regardless of the patient’s financial circumstance, Hospice goals are to preserve 

dignity and provide comfort for patients and their families. The support and ambassadorship of our 

local Hospice makes all the difference in the lives of hundreds of families each year.  For more 

information or to sign up for the Hike for Hospice, contact Michelle DeWitt, Event Co-Chair, 

616.847.3668 or email her at mld1362@yahoo.com. 
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