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MICHIGAN STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY FOUNDATION  
AWARDS GRANT TO NOCHS MAMMAIDE PROGRAM 

 
GRAND HAVEN, MI, Monday, July 23, 2012– North Ottawa Community Health System (NOCHS) today announced 
that it is the recipient of a special grant from the Michigan State Medical Society Foundation. 
 
The $5,000 grant was awarded to expand the system’s hospital-based MammAide program, which has provided free 
screening mammograms to uninsured women in the Tri-Cities area since 2006.  MammAide is a partnership between 
the Women’s Club of Grand Haven, North Ottawa Community Hospital and Envision Radiology.  In addition to routine, 
screening mammograms, this grant makes possible the provision of ultrasounds and MRI’s in select cases where 
further study is needed.  
 
“It is very frustrating for both patient and physician to have a potential problem identified by a screening mammogram 
and then not to be able to further evaluate the finding with advanced imaging such as ultrasound or MRI,” said M. Gary 
Robertson MD, OB/GYN with North Ottawa Women’s Health and MSMS Foundation Board Member. “But these kinds 
of advanced tests are very expensive. This grant from the MSMS Foundation makes those diagnostics possible for 
patients of the MammAide program."   
 
MammAide has provided more than 300 screening mammograms to uninsured women to date. It is the only 
organization in the community that provides this important care to at-risk women.  
 
National breast cancer statistics are staggering: more than 230,000 women are diagnosed with this disease annually. 
Those insured are likely to receive an early diagnosis and treatment enhancing their chances of survival. The 
prognosis for uninsured women is not as favorable. According to a study by the Institute of Medicine in Washington, 
D.C., an uninsured women facing breast cancer, is up to 50 percent more likely to die from the disease than a woman 
with private insurance. Diagnoses for disadvantaged women often come in the later stages of the disease.  
 
Ranked in the Top 5% nationally for Patient Experience 2012 by HealthGrades, North Ottawa Community Hospital is 
part of full continuum of care including an 84-bed long-term care facility, home healthcare and durable medical 
equipment services, retail pharmacy, urgent care center, as well as physician practices in primary care and OB/GYN. It 
also includes North Ottawa County’s first in-patient Hospice facility and longest running community-based Hospice 
program on the lakeshore. NOCHS is among the lakeshore’s major employers with more than 800 employees. 
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